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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PORT O 00823 141934Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 AGRE-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-08 
INR-IO LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-OI PA-02 /040W 

105987 I50505Z/I4 

R 14I750ZMAR78 
FM AMEMBASSY PORT OP SPAIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2153 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 

UNCLAS PORT OF SPAIN 0823 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, TD 

SUBJECT: SUGAR STRIKE AVERTED — AT LEAST FOR NOW 

REF: PORT OF SPAIN 747 

1. NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN ALL TRINIDAD SUGAR 
ESTATES AND FACTORY WORKERS' TRADE UNION (ATSEFWTU) AND 
STATE-OWNED CARONI LIMITED ARE DUE TO RESUME TODAY AFTER 
AN INTERRUPTION OF OVER FIVE WEEKS. CARONTS DECISION TO 
RETURN TO THE BARGAINING TABLE THUS AVOIDS, FOR THE TIME 
BEING AT LEAST, THE STRIKE OF OVER 10,000 WORKERS THREATENED 
BY THE UNION'S PRESIDENT, BASDEO PANDAY, IF THE COMPANY DID 
NOT DO SO. WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE, HOWEVER, THAT THE COMPANY 
IS WILLING YET TO IMPROVE ITS CURRENT WAGE OFFER OF NO 
INCREASE OVER THE NEXT FOUR YEARS, A POSITION TOTALLY 
UNACCEPTABLE TO THE UNION AND THE LABOR MOVEMENT IN GENERAL. 
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